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by Diana Clarke

High Rocks AmeriCorps Volunteer, 2014

Sometimes it's hard to remember that an organization like High Rocks 1s made up of
mdividuals. It's often just as hard to remember that, as an individual, my transient actions shape this
organization, which m turn shapes me. That what I do extends far outside of me, that High Rocks
existed for a long time before I worked here, and that it will be here a long while after. How do 1
understand my obligation to women I have never and will never meet? I find my answer through
stories. We are all made of them—the ones people tell us, and the ones we tell others about ourselves.
Those stories whose endings are unsatisfactory propel us forward, asking us to make choices and
determine our paths.

This morning I overheard Susan Burt conducting phone interviews with summer intern
candidates. She asked them what they were like at age thirteen. “Every one of them knew exactly
what they were like at that age,” she told me. “Who they were at thirteen tells you a lot about a
person.” What it also tells you 1s that thirteen as an age is more than itself. Symbolically, it 1s a
cusp—adolescence, the beginning of the transformation from child to adult. We all remember who we
were at thirteen because it was when the questions came, and we became aware of how other people
saw us, which often made us profoundly aware and sometimes critical of ourselves and our ideas.
Who would we be? We could start to see real independence in the future, but adulthood was still far
enough away that our dreams could be enormous and ambitious.

However, sometimes we felt powerless to achieve what we imagined.

Our dreams and wishes are as much a part of our 1dentities as what we've already done. You
are not just who you are but what you want—or, better, what we want i1s who we are, and the people
who understand why we desire what we do also recognize and understand what we are made of.

In my short time at High Rocks, I've been struck above all by the level of humanity here. By
the awareness, among girls, AmeriCorps members, parents, volunteers, board members, and staff,
that we all are flawed people working to become better and more understanding. What are we good
at? What brings us happiness? We are always on the cusp of something.



“Spring is definitely the season of planning and waiting, but the
abundance of summer has been so worthwhile that we will be all too
willing to do it again next spring. So it is with much of what we do
here at High Rocks. The lessons that we emphasize — self-love,
confidence and social justice — can take years to really sink in, and
many of us continue to cultivate these qualities as adults. Working to
overcome the challenges that our community faces will never be
rewarded with instant gratification. We dream, plan and plant seeds
for the future. With love, patience, a lot of hard work and a little bit of
luck, those seeds will flourish in big and small ways.”

- Rachel Wilson

High Rocks AmeriCorps Volunteer, 2014
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The High Rocks Academy for Girls has had a long standing
motto to educate, empower, and inspire; as an alum of the
program I can attest to this motto. High Rocks takes
mcredible strides to give girls the resources to explore their
creativity, leadership skills, and their sense of adventure.
They open up doors and avenues that are not usually
accessible to young girls in rural Appalachia. High Rocks
has touched not only my life in a deep and fundamental way
but also hundreds of other girls, who would not have had an
opportunity to even go to college without this program.

While growing up and living in small towns in West
Virginia, we as young women are faced with a surprising
amount of adversity. As an adult, I now understand how to
deal with the challenge but as a teenager I felt 1solated,
confused, and bored. My peers, my teachers, and the adults
m my life wanted nothing more out of life and all I wanted
was to be an artist, to explore the world and understand the
meaning of Iife. I had questions, questions that were
answered 1n an appallingly disgusted tone, saying, “You're a
freak” or “You're so weird”. They didn’t understand my
desire to excel in spite of having the entire deck stacked
against me because we live 1n extreme poverty, because we
live 1in rural West Virginia, because someone somewhere
said that I was not good enough.



Like most people in West Virginia I had to overcome a painful
childhood. I became an adult long before my teenage years, dealing
with situations that most adults i their thirties and forties could not
handle. Looking back I would humbly say that I dealt with them in a
tairly graceful manner, but I would not have been able to conquer my
demons without the support and dedication of High Rocks and all of
the loving people who work here.

There was this overwhelming sense of acceptance when I sat

down at a High Rocks recruitment meeting in 8th grade. As the women
spoke of their traditions and 1deals, I felt myself falling in love with
High Rocks before I even stepped foot on the land. They threw around
concepts that I had until then thought were creations in my mind, such
as judgment free zones, long lasting bonds of sisterhood and friendship,
and most importantly that it was okay to think beyond the small world
of Marlinton, West Virginia.

I found the foundation of who I am with High Rocks and with every
discovery of my soul I gained confidence to take on the world. I was
able to better articulate and express myself. These seem like novel 1deas
to most but I never had anyone i my life tell me that it was okay to be
whatever I wanted to be or that if I worked hard enough no dream was
impossible.

Like every girl and lady who has come before me and who will come
after me, we hold a reminder of these achievements, in the form of a
photo. The photo 1s of me from New Beginnings Camp. This picture 1s
not a glamour photo, in fact my hair 1s disheveled, my forehead 1s
beading sweat, and my cheeks are bright red. My clothes are old and
ragged and stained with droplets of mud. Even though I am a mess in
the photo, I still have it; framed m blue painted wood with daisies glued
on all four corners. I will carry it with me wherever my road may take
me because 1t was the first time I ever felt accepted, like I wasn’t the
freak my peers called me, and that I wasn’t alone. It was the first time 1
telt like I had power. That picture of me 1s beautiful because you can
see the true me being able to shine.

High Rocks teaches girls that it 1s okay to be themselves and that the
only person that they should please 1s themselves. Those photos are
what High Rocks 1s all about. It doesn’t matter what you look like, all
that matters 1s that if you are proud of who you are then you are

gorgeous!
- Amanda Peaytt
High Rocks Alum, 2006
High Rocks AmeriCorps Volunteer, 2014

-
A
s

\)
RIS



—

SCIENCE, SURVIVAL,
AND APPALACHIAN WEALTH

by Grow Appalachia Coordmator Erica Marks

Whenever I have an opportunity to teach science at New Beginnings, I start thinking through curriculum months in
advance, usually in the middle of the night. I always start with the big questions. What will empower girls to make
decisions based on rational habits of mind? What will help them notice and grab with both hands opportunities they have
at school and elsewhere to find and use the best information available, and when it isn’t available, figure it out for
themselves? What do I hope this generation of young women will understand about their roles as consumers and stewards

of Appalachian wealth?

I am not certain, but I have a feeling that this is not the same starting place for the creators of any of the science textbooks I
have come across in my years as a classroom teacher. There may be a place in science education for the reciting of the
Seven Steps of the Scientific Method. There may be a place for appreciating the wonders of life by listing the body parts
indicated by metal pins pushed through a gray pickled earthworm on a tray. There may be places for these sorts of tidy,

quiz-able, science-y things, but one of those places certainly isn’t High Rocks.

Would you sit on a bench and do a crossword puzzle when visiting the Louvre in Paris? Would you listen to a podcast on
your MP3 player while at a live performance of Beethoven’s Pastorale Symphony? Would you opt for a bag of potato
chips at a banquet at the Greenbrier Hotel? No. No, you would not. Likewise, the natural setting for High Rocks classes
takes scientific learning to another plane. When girls step into the shade of shagbark hickory and tulip poplar trees a new
science teacher takes over. This one has been honing her craft since the Paleozoic era. She speaks to the girls in primal
voices they might not even be aware of even as they listen to her through ears inherited from foragers, hunters, and

gatherers. She is, of course, the Appalachian Mountains.

“this 15 the curriculum
of survival...”




Up until this point, the girls’ science education has likely been pretty flat—flat textbooks, flat handouts, flat walls, flat ;/
ceilings, desks, chairs, computer screens...but, oh, the relief they find in our mountains! When concrete floors give way 1\
to ancient rounded river stone, when cinder block walls are replaced by the fractal geometries of ostrich ferns and when
fluorescent-lit ceilings of classrooms dissolve to reveal the dome of the heavens, a part of their mind awakens from a long

nap.

What is the lesson taught by cave crickets, with antennae so long I fear they can sense I am writing about them now?
What is to be learned from the mayflies that live all but the last one of their days under the riffles of waterfalls then
spread their wings and find love on the eve of their death? What can we take from the orchid that depends on spidery
threads of fungus to open and feed its seeds under the soil? These beings have been sensing their environment,

maximizing opportunity, and forging beneficial relationships for eons.
Theirs is the curriculum of survival.

And survival is the biggest question of all for our science classes. Not survival in the, “go out there and find all the roots
and berries you can eat” sense. (That’s fun, but let’s hope it doesn’t come down to that for real.) I am talking about
learning the difference between genuine and fake, significant and trivial, what to trust and what to fear. These are the
survival skills that require humans to use some sort of scientific thinking in addition to all of this instinct we are carrying
around—to weigh evidence, to be skeptical, to gather information, to look for bias. That is the burden of our big brains in
this world we have created for ourselves.

As a mere human teacher, I step back and let the woods speak
louder than me (as if [ have a choice). But I do have an agenda. 1
want the girls to recognize the genuine wealth cradled in our
forest—wealth that is enduring, resilient, but not invulnerable.
This wealth can give us exactly what we need: our water, air,
food, medicine, shelter, and beauty. In an age of false
promises—that happiness is a fashion you can buy, that all truth
comes from experts, that the best food comes in shiny
wrappers—the forest is one thing that won’t ever lie to you. It is
the ultimate “judgment-free zone” and will teach its lessons to

anyone awake enough to pay attention.

The other part of my agenda is to awaken girls to the genuine
wealth imbedded in them. The forest does a good job of this, but I

can help them notice it. I can show them how to nurture it and

carry it with them back to the flat spaces at home, schools, voting
booths, town halls, shopping centers. I can help point out their
innate resourcefulness, their drive to learn, and their inherited

resilience forged by their ancestors in forests like these.

Even though the veery trills its closing-time song at the wood’s
edge every evening at camp, this class is never dismissed.




‘1 WANT TO HEAR A STORY!”

by Tily Stanley
High Rocks AmeriCorps Volunteer, 2014

Given my comically short stature and ever-fading Yankee accent, I don’t stand out much
against the crowd while sitting alongside my newfound friends in our school’s cafeteria
anymore. We eat lunch, laugh at each other, talk about television or upcoming events, and
swap unwanted food items for other subjectively more desirable ones in what I affectionately
refer to as the “lunchroom black market”... just the typical behavioral fare that you might see
at any other middle school across the country.

“Tily, tell us a joke!”

“Tily, come sit by me!!”

“Tily, sing the ‘cups’ song!!!”
“Tily, I want to hear a story!!!!”

I am endlessly bombarded with at least a dozen requests and two dozen more questions n
less than thirty minutes. Sometimes I am pulled in so many different directions it seems to
make my head spin. I may or may not vaguely recall stifling hyperventilation on my first day
there. Before that mitial visit as a mentor, I never would have dreamed that I would have
been accepted by these kids so quickly! I remembered what middle school was like: the
cliques, the bullying, the incessant torrent of daily gossip that could make or break one’s
reputation. This certainly wasn’t an environment that I was itching to jump back nto. Yet
here I spend my Friday afternoons, surrounded by an endless flock of 7th and 8th graders
and unmistakably loving every minute of it.

At this school in the southeastern region of West Virginia I have been assigned two mentees,
a male and a female who are both n the 7th grade. I follow them to their shared classes and
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divide my time between them as best I can. From helping them with problems they cannot solve n class to merely
listening about their day to deescalating intense altercations, I enjoy an integral role in their school experience. While at
times this program may be the most challenging aspect of my service, it 1s hands-down the absolute best part of my
week. It almost feels criminal that I can count this time as service hours. Now I could certainly justify our presence with
the rave reviews we have received from the staff. I could tell you that our program was touted to the Board of Education
as the greatest addition to that middle school this year. I could even tell you that every teacher who has observed one of
our wellness workshops (that we also happen to facilitate there) has lamented that our class is not yet a permanent
school offering. But that quite simply wouldn’t be doing our service commitment there any justice. I'd much rather tell
you about the day that my male mentee poured his heart out to me, the day he found comfort in verbally expelling his
mner demons and I finally bulldozed through that seemingly impenetrable emotional barrier he had built between us.
I’d rather tell you about the mentee who has not been sent to the principal’s office for a single offense since the day I
started mentoring her. It has meant so much to her, me simply being supportive of her participation in after-school
activities and checking in with her about the personal struggles she endures at home... because she just doesn’t have
anybody else in her life who does that.

How this program 1s counted as a success;
that 1s where the heart of this story les. It’s
more Important to appraise the value of my
time spent there by how I have been
recewved by those mentees, like in how they
are both continually competing for my help
m class and how they are now both passing
i math where they were previously failing.
Part of me would like to take full credit for
those things but, if we’re being brutally
honest here, I must admit that our
program’s accomplishments have little to do
with any particular secret or trait of my own.
There 1s nothing either unique or special
about myself. My fellow AmeriCorps
members are enjoying similar successes and
receiving comparable praises. I have
consistently seen those members lift the spirits of their own mentees,
and those mentees have never appeared anything less than ecstatic by
their mentors’ presence. It doesn’t take much to make a big impact;
sometimes all one needs 1s a non-judgmental and understanding ear.
You have no idea how much some of those students need that...an
adult who will just listen to them and support them. What a novel
concept! And it can all start in the battlefield that is a school’s cafeteria,
where alliances are forged or broken and the grand canyon between
the popular kids and the social outcasts can be so easily bridged. No
one could have previously convinced me that such a place would be
where I would have my most widespread and powerful impact. Yet it
1s. Now I know better. Now I know that this 1s where I do my best
“work”.
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by Founder SUSAN BURT

People sometimes ask me what the “big ideas” behind starting High Rocks were in 1995, when we
incorporated as a non-profit and started planning our first camp. They ask less often now, because so many
young women have come in as volunteers, or staff, and kind of take High Rocks for granted, at least as a Big
Idea. We now have a building, a campground, close to 100 active teen girls, a year round program, an office
manager, personnel policies, yearly audits, and all the trappings of another bureaucracy. But to me, High
Rocks is not a bureaucracy, but a Big Idea; a wave that started with our first camp in 1996...and it just kept
getting stronger. It was impossible to ever jump off that wave, and so here I am, still holding on to the
surfboard!

A person is really lucky if they find a teacher that they need right then, and then work with that teacher to
learn everything they can. I was that lucky when in my early 20s I met Manfred Sonstegard, a professor and
teacher of Adlerian psychology. He was a master teacher and family counselor, and his philosophy of
educating children was based on values I really believed in deeply. He had years of practice in developing
methods that encouraged children to be independent in thought, motivated to learn, democratic in a group,
compassionate to others, and hopeful about their futures. He also believed that child psychology did not have
to be done in secret, but could be taught in public, in community forums with parents, teachers, and children.

Later I became a school teacher in Pocahontas County. I taught the Gifted Program here for twenty years, and
I got to try out all these Adlerian ideas with my small groups of students. What was particularly exciting for
me was finding ways to bring kids who wouldn't have been given a traditional “gifted” label into these
groups, and seeing how well they responded to this different kind of learning. What was frustrating for the
students was dealing with so many pervasive school system ideas that worked against motivating them. They
weren't given leadership roles and lived in a world of pink slips and detention and rote learning and boredom.
I was trying to help, but at forty-seven [ was ready to hold my nose and “jump ship.”

I wanted to make this method of teaching available to the kids who didn't get to sit in the Gifted room, and
to start a program for girls based on the wonderful ideas in Adlerian psychology that I had learned

from “Sonste.”
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These are the three Big Ideas I learned from Sonste and Adler that we used to start High Rocks with that first 22
camp in 1996, and that we continue with today, as part of everything we do: //

71

1. All people, including children, are driven by ideas about themselves that they may get stuck in, such
as a “mistaken idea” that, “if [ can’t get positive attention, I will try negative attention,” but can
change. They are not determined by past events in childhood, but by their own goals for the future.

2. People can change from being reactive, unmotivated, and friendless, by learning to identify their
own “mistaken ideas,” and having the freedom to try other ways to find their place. A teen might argue
with anything you ask them to do, and say “You can’t make me!” Rather than engaging in the
argument, a teacher would do better to get out of this power struggle by walking away, doing some
thing different, and then “changing the subject”... like “I need you to help me figure out how to divide

this class in groups of four... can you come in at lunch?” This diffuses the tension and places the adult

and the child in more of a peer relationship.

3. The most important force behind human behavior, from birth to death, is finding one’s place in the
group. This is what leads to the “mistaken ideas” children develop. When these ideas are addressed,

they can also lead to a group where every person has an equal voice and equal leadership.

These ideas seem simple but are actually very complex, and often go against our natural tendency as parents or
teachers. But I believe that they are the root of why High Rocks is so successful. At High Rocks we treat each
girl as if they’re “gifted” and we do almost all of our work in groups. We learn how to facilitate groups well, so
girls look forward to them. We move quickly so they don’t get bored. We encourage them to explore deep
ideas, and be creative in their thinking. We continually give them leadership in the program, in speaking at
public events, and in community projects. We always use their evaluations of our programs to change how we
do what we do and give them a voice in deciding how we move forward as an organization. We take girls from
“every table in the cafeteria” so the group is diverse and interesting. We try to mentor them by showing them
choices, or ways of looking at things, rather than giving them advice. We want them to discover things about

themselves, and be confident that they are never “stuck” in one way of believing or being.

Hope means the mental freedom to imagine happy, successful lives that will keep developing as long as they

live. Overall, I believe that treating young people this way gives them that hope.




DEAR HIGH ROCKS
SUPPORTER,

My name 1s Casey Griffith. I've been in High Rocks for almost five years, though it
feels more like a lifetime. Nothing can capture exactly what High Rocks means to me,
and many others, but that won't keep me from trying. High Rocks 1s a different
experience for everyone that has passed through here but all of them would agree that
High Rocks 1s about educating, empowering and inspiring. This 1s true, but I also
believe 1t’s about testing limits, perseverance, and trying new things; at least that’s what
it has been like for me.

I was feeling confident about where I was going with this letter, as I had finished the
first paragraph in no time...but then I hit a dead end. After nearly an hour of starting
and deleting sentences, I went to the High Rocks website to find some inspiration. I
ended up finding a short piece of writing that described a girl’s first time at camp from
years ago. I was in awe of how much I could relate to it even though she went to her
first camp years before I did. It was full of all the iconic High Rocks’ “firsts”: the first
time you meet Susan Burt and she says “I don’t know you yet but I love you.”, or the
first time Sarah Riley says “You’re doing this.”, or the first song you learn at your first
campfire, or the first time you realize that it’s okay to let go sometimes. Even the girls
that don’t come back every year could still probably recount those moments and 1t’s
moments like those that keep people coming back. They remember what 1t was like to
experience the magic of High Rocks for the first ime and they want to spread it to
everyone so that they can feel it too.



Through 1t all: seniors graduate, AmeriCorps' contracts expire, staff move on,
and new girls arrive. I have seen many people come and go throughout my years
at High Rocks and 1t 1s a bittersweet thing. I have made connections with
everyone I have met here, and 1t 1s easy to miss them once they are gone.
However, at the same time when someone new joins us, they bring their
opiions, beliefs, and points of view with them. We must constantly make new
connections with people, try to understand them, and try to be tolerant of them.
This constant cycle of people makes High Rocks adapt and change with the
times; and even when 1t doesn’t always change for the better 1t’s a game of trial
and error. The girls have to make sure everyone knows what works and what
doesn’t. In this way, we will help mold High Rocks to fit our needs.

This also means that everyone who has ever entered High Rocks has helped
shape the future of it, either directly or indirectly. We have a bond at High
Rocks that 1s both indescribable and completely unique.

Even though the people change, the
goal remains the same: to make the
world around us better. There are
many ways of doing this, but we do 1t
by pushing the boundaries, trying new
things, and sticking it out long enough
to see 1t through. The only way to
really understand what we do 1s to be a
part of 1t.

We’d appreciate any help you’d be
willing to give and even 1f you choose
not to, we mvite you to come by and
see us. It’s not always easy and to be
honest, sometimes 1t’s a pain to get to
us, but we’ll always make 1t worth your
effort. Thank you for taking the time
to read this. I hope to see you soon.

Best Wishes,
CASEY GRIFFITH
High Rocks Girl, 2010
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FRIENDS $1-99 (including in-kind donations): Bernard and Lois Akin, Joanne and Christian Amoroso, Bob Henry Baber, Mary and John
Backels, Margaret Baker, Jerry Baker, John and Denise Blake, Elizabeth Blatt, Jo Baily Brown, Edith Buck, Joann and John Burnham, Julia Burnstein,
Jolene Callahan, Carol and Jack Campbell, Emma, Ed, Mimi and Georgia Coffman, Collins Hardwood Company, LLC, Michael, Danette and Clay
Condon, J. Brian and Lynne Connolly, Ann Cook, LuAnn, Ray and Marilyn Creager, Phillip Dailey and Robin Skillern, Jacqualyn D'Angelo, Marilyn
Collins and Becky Collins, Sarah and William Denman, Ella and Racheal Dorsey, Vicki Dove, Cindy Facemire, Eleonora Florance, Gesundheit!
Institute, Genevieve Gillen, Nancy Glenn Hansen, Barbara Gorton, Greenbrier Valley Baking Company, Bailey Hall, John and Nicole Hall, Betty Jean
Hall, Dennis and Nancy Egan Sue Ann Heatherly and Ed Tallman, Chris Hedges and Thomas Whittier, Melody, Molly and Charles Howard, Barb
Howe, Madeleine Johnson, Lynn, Connie and Tessa Jordan, Peter Jurs, Karen Kalkstein, Susan Kanor, Cheryl and Gibbs Kinderman, Hanno Kirk and
Jo Weisbrod, Roy and Mary Laird, Lillian, Susan and Richard Lane, Todd and Gina Lang, Jeanne-Marie Leopold, Karen Lepper, Sheila Leslie, Lewis-
burg Downtown Business Association, Bonnie Lightner, Carroll and David Lipps, Connie and John Manchester, Carli Mareneck, Gloria and Bill
Martin, Ed and Deborah McCullough, Bill and Dr. Denise McNeel, Helen Meyers, Diane Morabito, Marilyn Morinis, Rosalyn and Myron Nazar,
Network for Good, Patrick O'Flaherty, Kacie, Claudia and Timothy Parsons, Kathryn Payne Babcockm, Tolly Peuleche, Deirdre and Walter Purdy,
Rita Ray, Ronald and Dr. Lucie Refsland, John Salem, Leslie Schallock, Florian and Margaret Schleiff, Theodore and Kathleen Schneyer, Tom
Schumaker, Abbi Schumaker and Andrea Dotson, Andrew Silverman and Starr Sanders, Ada Julia Smith, Carol E. St John, Carol Suder-Howes, Phyllis
Tashlik, Barbara W. Tedford, Daniel Tompkins, United Way of Roanoke Valley, Laurie Ure, Janet Uttermohlen, Susan Vlajk, James Welden, Lisa
Westfall, Rene White, Grace Wigal, Nancy Williams, Agnes Wysong, Maralyn Yaple ADVOCATE $100-249: Melba Kay Alderman, Sharon Alpern,
Kathleen Bacon-Greenberg, Sarah Beasley, Jennifer Belcher, Mary Beswick, Susan Blanchard, Michigan Society for Bioenergetic Analysis, Bonnie and
Gary Brown, Ben and Cathy Bruno, Leslie Case, Sallie Chisholm, City National Bank of West Virginia, Don Cromer, Jeff and April Crowe, Bethia
Daughenbaugh, Kirsten and David Eilenberg, Kathy Emanuel, Kenneth and Karen Frum, Michael Gentile, Bonnie and Frank Gifford, Jordan, Debra
and Wilbert Harper, Aspan, Jerry, Mikalan and Ann Holder, Nathan and Kate Hollenberg, Roger and Sarah Holliday, Suzette Izac, Debbie and Allen
Johnson, Barbara and Eric Lindberg, Beth Little, Laurie and Tillie Lively, Nancy Martin, Perry Miller and Taunja Willis-Miller, Ann Miller, Valarie
and Pete Monico, Kendall, Tina and Brian Murphy, Angelita Nixon, Christina and George Papadakis, Nancy E. Pierce, Sheila and James Rye, Carolyn
Sanders, Deborah Schmidt and Dave Scott, Shoshanna Schwimmer and John Rubel, Kent Scott, Shelley Minor and Hazel Scott, Rebekah and Rick
Sharp, Christina Sidoti, Paul Siewert, Susan Jane Souder, St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Deborah Steinberg and Peggy Schmidt, Peggy Schmidt, Robert
and Judith Stitzel, Missy, Aimee and Wayne VanBuren, Kendra Vincent, Mark Weintraub, Judith and Lynn Whipple, Gabrielle Winick, Anne and
Solly Workman, Bill Yahner TEACHER $250-499: Ameriprise Financial Annual Giving Campaign, Nancy Belle, Frank Calabrese, Stella and Joel
Callison, Douglas Campbell, Vivian Conly, Julie Damerell, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Susan Mitchell and Glenn Freeman, Ann Garcelon, Richard
and Lillian Jennings, Albert Kinderman, Carolyn Komar, Patricia Lally, Paul Lieberman and Genie Bailey, Shelby and Kacey Mack, Tom and Debbie
McIntosh, Robert Orrm, Kim O'Shea and Bronwyn McMahan-O'Shea, Dale Ponikvar, James Skeen, Theresa Thompson, Julia and Lowell Youngquist
MENTOR $500-1999: George and Jeanne Bell, Adrienne and David Biesemeyer, Bill Turner and Bradley Pyles, Elizabeth and Jim Bullard, Susan
Burt, Tom and Susan Campbell, Walter and Jeanette Ciciora, Frederica Davis and James Horner, Ann and Larry Davis, Alicia, Jeff and Mabel Eisen-
beiss, Jeremy Goldhaber Fiebert, First United Methodist Church, Jennifer, Rick and Courtney Fogle, Greenbrier Employees' United Fund, Greenbrier
Integrated Medical Services, Jan Griesinger, Amber Hinkle, Reta Jackson Griffith and Casey Griffith, John Jane, Anne and Eugene Jeffus, Robert and
Ruta Jensen, Laurie Jurs, Ed Kinderman, Chester Lumber Company, Andrea and Doug Larason, Josh Lipton, Gayle McCruskey, Gussie Mills, Open
Doors Inc, Rosemarie and Roy Pfeiffer, Carole Pittelman, Gillian, Aaron and Christine Plaugher, Pocahontas County Dramas, Fairs, and Festivals,
Presbyterian Women, Mason and Lin Preston, Arla Ralston and Roger Forman, Mary and Ray Ratliff, Nick Reynolds, Joe and Sarah Riley, John D.
Rockefeller IV and Sharon Rockefeller, Helen, Alexandra and Rick Ruckman, Snip Snip LLC, Snowshoe Foundation, Suzanne Thorniley, Sarah and
Jim Umberger, United Way of Southern WV, Volunteer West Virginia, DoSiDo, Bill Weiss, West Virginia Humanities Council, Robert and Robert
Wheeler, Gary Zuckett, United Way of Greenbrier Valley BRIGHT STAR $2000-4999: Tom and Geraldine Banketas, George Little, Mary Morgan,
One Foundation, Phyllis and Max Reynolds Foundation, Michael Porter, The Oakland Foundation, WV Division of Culture & History PARTNER
$5000-9999: Anonymous, Appalachian Community Fund, Sean Brain, Directions for Rural Action Fund, Edward W. Hazen Foundation, WV
Commission on the Arts HERO $10,000+: Berea College, Naomi and Harvey Cohen, Corporation for National and Community Service, Charles
DeVlieg Foundation, Diocese of West Virginia, Eric and Nancy Garen, McDonough Foudation, Team for West Virginia Children Inc, The Uncle
Larry Fund, WV Development Office




WE APPRECIATE YOUR
TIME, YOUR DEDICATION
AND YOUR SUPPORT!
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Dream hard, work strong,

and love like you'll never run out of it.

Live 1 a big world.

- Sarah Riley, Director
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