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On March 27, 2015 Sarah Riley, executive director of High 
Rocks Educational Corporation, was awarded by unanimous 
vote the Appalachian Studies Association’s highest award 
for community service, the Helen M. Lewis Award. 

The Appalachian Studies Association, founded in 1977, 
promotes the preservation and study of Appalachian culture. 
The association creates a shared community for those 
writing, researching, and teaching about Appalachia. Every 
year the Helen M. Lewis Award is given to an individual or 
an organization that has made exemplary contributions to 
Appalachia through involvement with and service to its 
people and communities.

Sarah is the youngest recipient of the Helen M. Lewis Award 
and only the third West Virginian to receive the honor 
since its inception in 2001.

The following are letters, exerpts and thoughts from those 
that nominated Sarah for this honor. 

     In recognizing her efforts, we         
     recognize the tremendous impact                            
     High Rocks girls have had, and   
     continue to have, on their home  
     communities in Appalachia and   
     beyond.  



“...Sarah is a little bit of everything. She’s the 
absolute queen of tough love, but she can also make you feel 

like the most important person in the world with one look. She 
could give a really powerful speech to a crowded room full of 
people just as easily as she could hike with us up a mountain. I 

feel like there’s nothing she can’t do.”

- current High Rocks Girl

“...The bonds that are formed between the girls and the staff at High Rocks 
Academy are a large part of why this program was and continues to be so 
unique. Sarah Riley has been there, alongside her mother and High Rocks 
founder Susan Burt, since day one. The program has grown significantly from 
the time I first started but Sarah continues to put in 150% of effort every 
single day and this has not changed from the time High Rocks was dreamed up 
and put into action. Throughout the years I have also held other roles at 
High Rocks such as Summer Internship and Board Member and seeing it from 
behind the scenes made me appreciate the amount of physical and emotional 
energy that it takes to make this program run. The workload is immense but 
Sarah makes it look effortless. Sarah could be anywhere in the world but she 
chose to return to her home town and work to make it a wonderful place to be 
a strong woman!

I also feel extremely fortunate to be blessed with a career in Pocahontas 
County, West Virginia, but had I not had the example of Sarah and High Rocks 
I am not sure that would have been a possibility. I am eternally grateful to 
Sarah and High Rocks Academy for being such a positive influence in my 
life...”

- from letter of support by Valarie Monaco, High Rocks Alum
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“...My journey with High Rocks Academy began when I was 14 years old in 
the summer before my freshman year of high school. For this 14-year old 
girl, the camp happened just in the nick of time. At 14, I was bored! I was 
unchallenged in school. I got straight A’s with minimal effort and I was tired 
of being labeled the “smart girl”. I had an extremely normal home life with a 
mother and father who were (and still are) happily married and who both 
cared and provided well for their 5 children, so naturally, I began to rebel at 
about this age. I had begun to think that boys, parties, etc. were what 
defined me. Then I met Sarah Riley and Susan Burt.

Sarah and Susan provided tutoring nights once a week where we would 
ride the bus to Susan’s house to spend the night and while we were there 
we would get help with any homework or school projects as well as college 
prep, SAT/ACT prep, etc. Sarah was also there for emotional support 
through all of the trials and tribulations of being a teenage girl. Sarah 
became, to me, a mentor, a role model and a friend. She was an adult who 
treated me with respect like an equal, not like a silly teenage girl whose 
opinion didn’t matter. I felt I had a responsibility to High Rocks to work to 
my full potential. I always felt challenged to go above and beyond what was 
minimally required of me at school to better myself and enrich my educa-
tion on my own. I was also challenged later in high school to go outside of 
my comfort zone, to apply for colleges that I normally would not have and 
to really follow my dreams. I ended up graduating high school 4th in my 
class and went on to a private college where I would get a Master’s degree. 

I now work in my home town as a physician assistant at our local hospital’s 
rural health clinic. While I went through all of these stages of my life, I 
continued to feel strong ties to the women at High Rocks. No matter what I 
had gone through, there were always open arms at High Rocks to fall back 
on and to give me whatever support I needed at the time...”

- from letter  of support by Valarie Monaco, High Rocks Alum



_________________________________________   _____/_____/_____ 
Name and Credentials          Date 

“...I first met Sarah when I came to High Rocks as an intern in 2010; I was 
looking to work with an organization that was invested in social justice and 
transformational education in rural Appalachia. What I found was that and 
much more…Sarah Riley.

I was immediately impressed by Sarah’s commitment, enthusiasm, and depth of 
understanding around the issues most strongly affecting opportunities for 
“more” in this region and how young people shaped those opportunities. Her 
passion is her greatest strength; I never see her give less than 110% 
personally and professionally to each and every community program she 
contributes to.

Sarah encourages those around her to be life-long learners, to never stop 
asking the complex but necessary questions about how individuals can best 
serve their communities on the local, regional and national level. Her 
ability to relate to other philosophies and perspectives, her adventurous 
spirit, her respect for diverse ideas, and her unique ability as a teacher 
and facilitator to challenge others to step outside of their comfort zone so 
that they may achieve tremendous personal and academic success is what makes 
her a visionary in her field.

She is the director that every organization wishes they had...”

- from letter of support by 
 Margaret Falletta, High Rocks Intern Alum



“...The first time I met Sarah was for my interview to 

join High Rocks. It wasn’t a typical interview about 

school or extracurricular activities; she was 

interested in my future goals, what I wanted to gain 

out of my experience, and what I had to offer to 

High Rocks. It seemed it mattered who I was as a 

person and it did not matter as much about my 

grades or talents. 

Over the next couple of years as a High Rocks girl, I 

was able to develop a bond with Sarah, as so many 

girls do. Sarah was very present and engaged with 

me as a new girl and made me an effort to get to 

know me. As I progressed through High Rocks and 

high school, Sarah kept in contact with me and 

always wanted to catch up on my life, whether we 

were seeing each other every week or once a 

month. She always made me feel that I mattered 

and that my opinions and beliefs were valuable. I 

credit a lot of my determination and dedication to 

bettering my community to my experience with 

High Rocks and Sarah Riley. ..”

- from letter of support 
 by Kendra Taylor, High Rocks Alum

“Sarah has such a wide range of 
knowledge. I feel like she could 
help me out with anything, but if 
she didn’t know, she’d probably 
just say, ‘I don’t know; let’s 
figure it out.’ And then we’d 

figure it out...”

- current High Rocks Girl



I am writing to nominate the Executive Director of High Rocks Educational Corporation, Sarah 
Riley, for the Helen M. Lewis Community Service award.  Sarah Riley co-founded High Rocks 
Educational Corporation in 1996 to support and strengthen young West Virginia women from 
all walks of life by helping them build the confidence to lead active lives and work toward the 
long-term betterment of their community. She has been planning, teaching, counseling, 
fundraising, networking and building this place in one way or another since then. Sarah's 
creative force, curricular leadership and instinct for people are an integral part of what High 
Rocks, an award-winning non-profit with transformational programs, community partners and 
regional development, is today. Currently the director of High Rocks, Sarah also raises four 
children, co-owns a farm with her husband selling free-range meat and eggs to a developing 
local market, serves as a member in seven additional community organizations, and serves on 
the boards of What Kids Can Do and Greater Greenbrier Valley Women’s Fund and is one of the 
leading community members involved in the WE ARE ONE campaign focused on eliminating 
racism in Appalachia and the country. Due in large part to High Rocks and Sarah, Pocahontas 
County is now transforming into a thriving, innovative, cultural hub in rural Appalachia. 

Sarah is building a world in which she did not grow up; one farmers’ market, one school 
committee, one community wellness program, one neighbor at a time. Her leadership style 
teaches a radical social justice idea to hold back on telling young people what to do, and to 
actually listen to what they are saying. High Rocks goes farther than encouraging youth to 
speak by challenging them to disagree and ratify the importance of what they have to say. 
High Rocks teaches youth in our community that if they want to change the world, they can, 
but they must look inside themselves to find the courage. With Sarah’s leadership, High Rocks 
inspires the idea that each individual has the ability to make a difference, educates them on 
what it takes to be the change, and empowers them with tools to find the strength within to 
make that change. We are teaching our youth and community that they can be more; that they 
can create the life they want, regardless of where they come from. When our young people 
grow up, they carry the lessons of High Rocks out into the world, not only achieving their own 
success, but sharing our vision and passion with ever-widening circles near and far. Because of 
the opportunities and support they received from High Rocks, our alums have become 
community organizers, business owners, nurses, lawyers, financial consultants and more.



Hundreds of alumni from the first year to the present continue to stay a part of High Rocks and 
what we do every day. For the very first time in a long time, this isn’t just a place that people 
leave; it’s a place people strive to get to.

Sarah has led High Rocks in building partnerships with community outreach organizations 
throughout the region including Appalshop , the Highlander Center, and Trillium Performing 
Arts Council. Sarah is a consultant with the American Federation of Teacher on the reconnect-
ing McDowell project, working to make mentoring connection between young people in the 
poorest county in West Virginia with mentors who are adults that they can trust and talk to in 
order to overcome hardships. High Rocks has spent the last year collaborating with the Green-
brier Restoration Council in order to open a community youth center in downtown Lewisburg, 
West Virginia that provides after-school services to young people including after school 
tutoring, community connections, college access and more. Those are just a few of the many 
relationships Sarah and High Rocks have developed over the last 19 years. Through building 
relationships with other community organizations, High Rocks is paving the way in teaching 
young people how to become confident adults and lead their communities into to a brighter 
future. One way that the young people participating at High Rocks are doing this is through 
the MLK celebration in Greenbrier County, where participants learn about the issues of and 
how to come together as a community to overcome racism and write a speech about social 
justice. High Rocks has been taking young people to the West Virginia legislature for events 
like Women’s Day and Our Children Our Future Youth Advocacy Day to ensure that the voice of 
the young people in this area is heard by the law makers in their home state. Sarah knows that 
young people are our future and is working through High Rocks to give those young people 
the strong foundation to build the future they want for their families and communities. 

The lesson that young people and many others in the region have learned from Sarah is that 
when you put the best of yourself into what you are doing, when it comes from your heart and 
soul and your head, you will be successful every time. Sarah’s dream in life is to work herself 
out of her job: that one day rural Appalachia will not be held back by stereotypes, but will 
consistently have the resources and support available to be whoever we want to be and 
realize our dreams of the future. I’ve known Sarah Riley since I was a fourteen year-old girl, she 
did not give up on me and I know for a fact that she will not give up on her own dream until it 
comes true.

- Letter of Nomination by 
 Renae Anderson, High Rocks Alum 



“...I had heard about the magic of High Rocks for several years 
from various friends and colleagues before I ever met Sarah Riley 
or visited the campus. Then I heard Sarah deliver part of the 
keynote address at the 2010 ASA Conference at Eastern Kentucky 
University, and I understood more about why the magic was necessary 
and how Sarah was an important catalyst for making it happen. Her 
speaking style was relaxed and conversational while also engaging 
and urgent. She articulated the problems and potential facing the 
High Rocks service area with stark detail, compassion, as well as 
humor. I knew that I had to experience High Rocks for myself some 
day...”

- from letter of support by 
 Tammy Clemmons, High Rocks Volunteer



On March 27, 2015 Sarah Riley, executive director of High 
Rocks Educational Corporation, was awarded by unanimous 
vote the Appalachian Studies Association’s highest award 
for community service, the Helen M. Lewis Award. 

The Appalachian Studies Association, founded in 1977, 
promotes the preservation and study of Appalachian culture. 
The association creates a shared community for those 
writing, researching, and teaching about Appalachia. Every 
year the Helen M. Lewis Award is given to an individual or 
an organization that has made exemplary contributions to 
Appalachia through involvement with and service to its 
people and communities.

Sarah is the youngest recipient of the Helen M. Lewis Award 
and only the third West Virginian to receive the honor 
since its inception in 2001.

The following are letters, exerpts and thoughts from those 
that nominated Sarah for this honor. 

     In recognizing her efforts, we         
     recognize the tremendous impact                            
     High Rocks girls have had, and   
     continue to have, on their home  
     communities in Appalachia and   
     beyond.  

This award recognizes a person whose work is like Helen Lewis’s—she has made 
exemplary contributions to Appalachia and community service. In the same words that 
we use to describe Helen Lewis, one letter after another describes this person’s hard 
work and dedication, her devotion to our part of the world, her incredible generosity, 
her inspiring courage, and her contagious confidence. One called her “the absolute 
queen of tough love” and credited her with being the one who helped her to realize 
she had a voice and showed her “how important it is to use it.” Another described this 
person as “the director that every organization wishes they had.” This year’s winner has 
made a tremendous impression on the lives of young people, girls in particular. 
become community organizers, business owners, nurses, lawyers, financial consultants 
and more.

Our award winner is a founder of High Rocks Educational Corporation. High Rocks is an 
inspiring organization that serves 7th to 12th grade girls from 3 counties in 
southeastern West Virginia—that’s the official description—but its reach far exceeds 
the boundaries of 3 counties and helps young people to “look inside themselves to 
find the courage” to make a difference and empowers them to “carry the lessons of 
High Rocks out into the world.” 

A host of letter writers from across the region wrote to describe Sarah’s passion and 
her compassion, her effective community collaborations on the ground and her vision, 
her encouraging appreciation of a person’s assets and potential. 

Sarah Riley and High Rocks lead young people to have “transformative experiences.” 
Last year alone, nearly 400 young people participated in High Rocks programs and 
served more than 1400 adult community members. Of the 2014 active High Rocks 
seniors, there was a 100% high school graduation rate—and furthermore, 100% of 
High Rocks seniors successfully completed their freshman years in college. Sarah Riley 
and High Rocks have changed the lives of many young people forever. As alum Rachel 
Tompkins says, Sarah makes a difference by “inspiring and educating new generations 
of young people to plant their feet in the mountains they love, to build stronger 
communities and make a positive difference themselves.”

-Presented by Sandy Ballard and the Helen M. Lewis Award Committee of   
 Patricia Beaver, Julie Shepherd-Powell, Silas House, and Betsy Taylor



“...Not only did Sarah play an important role in my 
life, but in the lives of hundreds of others. Sarah 
has gone from inspiring and empowering High Rocks 
girls from three counties to working hard in helping 
other counties and organizations across the state and 
region. There is no denying her unyielding support 
for West Virginia and Appalachia, her life and work 
are devoted to growing and strengthening her part of 
the world. I admire Sarah for her strong presence, 
confidence, and unrelenting spirit that she carries 
with her from the office at High Rocks and beyond. I 
have never witnessed anyone with more passion and 
devotion to my home than Sarah Riley; she is truly 
the definition of this award...”

- from letter of support by
 Kendra Taylor, High Rocks Alum  

“As a High Rocks girl, I have seen Sarah Riley tackle many 
things, such as down in the dumps junior counselors, piles 

of paperwork, and potentially unfriendly donors with
nothing but pure enthusiasm and smiles. She tackles each 

problem before her with equal parts incredible 
leadership and utter compassion. She has been an 

inspiration to me and is one of the most determined, 
spirited, dedicated ladies ever.”

- current High Rocks Girl



“...I came into the program in the summer of 2004, I had just completed my second year of 7th grade, 
my parents where in the middle of a very nasty divorce, and my oldest brother, who was only 20 
years young, was killed by a drunk driver. To say my life was crazy was to say the least. I had 
absolutely no support system at home. I don't think my parents didn't love me, or didn't care, I just 
think they had a lot going on in their lives and they were handling it the best way they knew how. 

My second year of High Rocks, I met Sarah. She always pushed me to go further and to reach harder. 
At first, I hated that she made me work harder and go further, but then I grew to love her and what 
she was doing. Sarah was more than a mentor to me she was a mom. I graduated high school in 
2008 with a 3.25 GPA, I was very active in my community, High Rocks, JROTC, softball, and
wrestling.

I applied for the year round AmeriCorps two years in a row, and got it. I was the one changing young 
girls lives, the way that Sarah changed mine, and the way she still continues to change my life.

I started college last semester, I would have never went to college had Sarah not pushed me in that 
direction while working for her. I can walk into High Rocks and sit down in Sarah's office and cry my 
eyes out about anything, and know that Sarah will help me problem solve, or will give me a hug that 
only she can give. I am now 26 years old, and I honestly can say, without Sarah Riley and High Rocks, I 
have no ideas where I would be or what my life would have in store for me...”

- from letter of support by Hannah Ormsbee-Walker, High Rocks Alum

This past month I had the pleasure of attending the 
Appalachian Studies Conference  where I got to see our 
director receive the Helen M. Lewis Community Service Award.  
Two of our High Rocks students were also present at the 
conference, making them some of the youngest participants in 
this incredible convergence of scholars and activists. Seeing 
their faces shine with pride as Sarah accepted the award made 
me understand how deeply High Rocks gives girls a sense of 
ownership over our organization. It is their stories of success 
and struggle that give High Rocks the credibility it has in the 
activist community, and it is their passion and determination 
that will carry the High Rocks mission through generations.

The Appalachian Studies Conference is a place where 
stereotypes are disrupted and new identities are forged. It is a 
place where thinkers, doers and dreamers come together to 
converge and cross-pollinate, to strengthen our movements 
through the sharing of knowledge, culture, and strategies for 
the crafting of a more just world. Most of all, the Appalachian 
Studies Conference is a nexus point for the region-wide 
organizing High Rocks is so deeply tied to. I am proud to be 
part of an organization that has been so exuberantly 
celebrated by this community, and I hope to return next year 
with even more exciting dreams to share. 

- by Alice Beecher, High Rocks AmeriCorps Member

“I love her so much. 
I go to her for
everything. Need 

help with chemistry 
homework? Wrote an 
essay that needs a 
lot of help? Just 
really need a hug? 

Go to Sarah.” 

- current
High Rocks Girl



“It’s hard to imagine a High Rocks without 
Sarah, however, it’s not impossible. Sarah 
plans to work herself out of a job and I 
have no doubt that she will. She doesn’t 
settle for just doing her job incredibly 
well. She teaches others how to do her job 

and challenges them to do it better.”

- current High Rocks Girl

When asked what was it that prompted her and her mother 
to start an organization specifically for young women and 

why in West Virginia, Sarah responded, 

“I was a young woman in West Virginia, and I knew it 
shouldn’t be as hard to grow up here as a smart, ambitious, 

dreaming-of-changing-the-world kid as it was for me.  I 
wanted to grow up to be the person I needed when I was 

growing up.”



“...I came into the program in the summer of 2004, I had just completed my second year of 7th grade, 
my parents where in the middle of a very nasty divorce, and my oldest brother, who was only 20 
years young, was killed by a drunk driver. To say my life was crazy was to say the least. I had 
absolutely no support system at home. I don't think my parents didn't love me, or didn't care, I just 
think they had a lot going on in their lives and they were handling it the best way they knew how. 

My second year of High Rocks, I met Sarah. She always pushed me to go further and to reach harder. 
At first, I hated that she made me work harder and go further, but then I grew to love her and what 
she was doing. Sarah was more than a mentor to me she was a mom. I graduated high school in 
2008 with a 3.25 GPA, I was very active in my community, High Rocks, JROTC, softball, and
wrestling.

I applied for the year round AmeriCorps two years in a row, and got it. I was the one changing young 
girls lives, the way that Sarah changed mine, and the way she still continues to change my life.

I started college last semester, I would have never went to college had Sarah not pushed me in that 
direction while working for her. I can walk into High Rocks and sit down in Sarah's office and cry my 
eyes out about anything, and know that Sarah will help me problem solve, or will give me a hug that 
only she can give. I am now 26 years old, and I honestly can say, without Sarah Riley and High Rocks, I 
have no ideas where I would be or what my life would have in store for me...”

- from letter of support by Hannah Ormsbee-Walker, High Rocks Alum



FRIENDS $1-$99: Connie Aglione, AIO Finacial, LLC, Sharon Alpern, Shalyn Arbogast, Debra Galford and KimShea Galford, Mary and John Backels, Margaret 

Baker, Mica Baum-Tuccillo, Cornelia Bayley, Ann Benson, Erica and Lisa Beverage, Jennifer Bitter, Susan Blanchard, Ashby, Janet and Tim Brown, Jo Baily Brown, 

Edith Buck, Buckeye Country Mart, Nikita, Andrew and Wilda Burke, Joann and John Burnham, Margaret Burns, Mike and Mary Sue Burns, Julia Burnstein, 

Susan Burt, Jessica Byron, Carol and Jack Campbell, Lana Chaffee, Leslie Cheney-Parr, Chester and Diana Clarke and Phyllis Spatrick, Maya, Aaron and Emily 

Coleman, Collins Hardwood Company, LLC, J. Brian and Lynne Connolly, Frank Crabtree and Judith Azulay, Julie Damerell, Emma and Rachel Davis, Cynthia 

Dean, Pat and Judy Farrell, Kate Fitzgerald and, Paul R. Sheridan, Eleonora Florance, Rachel Frey, Darlene Frost, Kenneth Frum, Christina Furber, Debra Galford, 

Marie Grey, Bill and Grams Gutknecht, Thomas and Roianne Hackett, Betty Jean Hall, Debbie Hart, Lloyd and Garnette Haynes, Chris Hedges and Thomas 

Whittier, Richard Hess, Barb Hook, Barb Howe, Pat & Willa Izzo, Mary Lou James, Peter Jurs, Michael Jurs, Stephanie Jurs, Cheryl and Gibbs Kinderman, Roy and 

Mary Laird, Thomas Lange, Karen Lepper, Carroll and David Lipps, Ann Machek, Connie and John Manchester, Carli Mareneck, Gloria and Bill Martin, Bill and 

Dr. Denise McNeel, Kala Melchiori, Stephanie Mendelson, Diane Meyer, Betty Mitchell, Diane Morabito, Barbara Napier, Lawrence and Liz Powers, Rita Ray, 

Ronald and Dr. Lucie Refsland, Kayla Riley, Yvette Robinson, Steve Rutledge, Starr Sanders and Andrew Silverman, Barb Sattler, Valerie, Mike and Christine 

Smith, Elizabeth Snively, Diane and Eugene Stein, Ralph Strohm, Amy Sutton, Barbara W. Tedford, Theresa Thompson, Cosette Thompson, United Way of 

Roanoke Valley, Rhoda Urman, Buddy and Linda Vincent, Jean Weigl, Claire Welsh, Lisa Westfall, Rene White, Grace Wigal, Melvin and Nancy Williams, Kerry 

and Deana Workman, Steve and Janet Zarko, Anne Zogbaum, David Zweig ADVOCATES $100-$249: Bernard and Lois Akin, Melba Kay Alderman, Ameriprise 

Financial Annual Giving Campaign, Kathy Babcock, Kathleen Bacon-Greenberg, Jennifer Belcher, Bonnie and Gary Brown, John Buckley, Tracy Buckley and 

Destiny Gallagher, Jeanne Byrne and Margaret Weber, Frank Calabrese, Adam and Amy Criddle, Aurora, Christi and Wallace Cutright, Phillip Dailey and Robin 

Skillern, Bethia Daughenbaugh, Sarah and William Denman, Valerie Diamond, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration, Ann Garcelon, Karyn Grob, Richard 

Hefner and Maddy Maxson, Kate Hollenberg, Irish Pub on Washington Street, LLC, Robert and Freda Jackson, Larry and Sharon Kearns, Annette Kerlin, Hanno 

Kirk and Jo Weisbrod, Patricia Lally, Jeanne-Marie Leopold, Levine Family Foundation, Jolie Lewis and Jay Martin, Anne Li and Edward Muldoon, Beth Little, 

Dan and Sybil Macgill, Stephanie Macgill, Kacey Mack, Mary Miller, Perry Miller and Taunja Willis-Miller, Ann Miller, Alison Miller, Natasha Mottola and Andrew 

Issermoyer, Pat Parr, Tolly Peuleche, Nancy E. Pierce, Nick Reynolds, Richwood CVB, Sheila and James Rye, Carolyn Sanders, Shoshanna Schwimmer and John 

Rubel, Kent Scott, Shelley Minor and Hazel Scott, Trudy R. Seita, Rebekah and Rick Sharp, Nick and Paul Siewert, Harry and Joyce Smith, St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church, Deborah Steinberg and Peggy Schmidt, Robert and Judith Stitzel, Anna Rachel Terman, The Pilates Studio, LLC, Shura Wallin, Judith and Lynn 

Whipple, Women of St James Episcopal Church, Anne and Solly Workman, Bill Yahner, Julia and Lowell Youngquist, Carter Zerbe and Maureen Conley 

TEACHER $250-$499: Nancy Belle, Elizabeth and Jim Bullard, Douglas Campbell, Barbara and Anthony Cervone, Jeff and April Crowe, Hayes and John Eilers, 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Episcopal Diocese of WV Love in Action Women's Ministries, Albert Kinderman, Carolyn Komar, Tom and Debbie McIntosh, Dr. 

Rollin and Lucy Otto, John D. Rockefeller IV and Sharon Rockefeller MENTOR $500- $1999:  John and Emily Betinis, Adrienne and David Biesemeyer, 

Brightside Acres, LLC, Ben and Cathy Bruno, Joel and Stella Callison, Tom and Susan Campbell, Corporation for National and Community Service, Larry and 

Ann Davis, Frederica Davis and James Horner, George Phillips and Pattarin Chinakul, Albert Fogle, Arla Ralston and Roger Forman, George Construction, 

Greenbrier County Commission, Greenbrier Employees' United Fund, Jan Griesinger, Amber Hinkle, Anne and Eugene Jeffus, Robert and Ruta Jensen, Laurie 

Jurs, Paul Lieberman and Genie Bailey, Josh Lipton, Jay and Elizabeth Lockman, Gayle McCruskey Mason, Reverend Edward Miller, Jr., Alice Ann (Gussie) Mills, 

Pendleton Community Bank, Catheryn Penzler, Carole Pittelman, Christine Plaugher, Pocahontas County Dramas, Fairs and Festivals, Presbyterian Women, Mr. 

Mason and Mrs. Lin Preston, Sarah and Joe Riley, James Skeen, Barbara Stiles, The Scotts Company, The Wright Family Fund, Sarah and Jim Umberger, United 

Way of Southern WV, Todd and Deva Wagner, Mark Weintraub, Bill Weiss, WV Humanities Council BRIGHT STAR $2000-$4999: Appalachian Community 

Fund, Mr. Tom and Mrs. Geraldine Banketas, Edward W. Hazen Foundation, Casey Griffith and Reta Jackson Griffith, Charles Hall, Jr and Renae Anderson, Happy 

Trucking Inc., Ed Kinderman, Ann Kline, George Little, Nicholas County Community Foundation, Oakland Foundation, Phyllis and Max Reynolds Foundation,  

Michael J. Porter, United Way of Greenbrier Valley, Via Esperanza Fund, WV Division of Culture & History, WV Women's Commission PARTNER $2000-$4999:  

Berea Appalachian Fund,  Directions for Rural Action Fund c/o Naomi Cohen, Eric and Nancy Garen, Hollowell Foundation, Bill Lenherr, Mary Morgan, One 

Foundation, Team for West Virginia Children Inc, WV Commission on the Arts HERO $10,000+: Berea College's Grow Appalachia Fund, Betty Barton Evans 

Trust, Sean Brain, Charles DeVlieg Foundation, Naomi and Harvey Cohen, McDonough Foundation, Craig and Gail SanPietro, The Uncle Larry Fund,  WV 

Development Office

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS: Alderson Community Food Hub, Alderson Main Street, Communities in Schools of Southeast WV, Family Refuge Center, 

Friends of the Lower Greenbrier River, Trillium Performing Arts Collective, Volunteer WV, Haverford College

ALSO A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS!



What is your most monumental personal achievement in your career at High Rocks thus far? Not 
award-like but rather something that happened that made you realize it was all worth it. 

“Every time I see a High Rocks Academy alum who is doing well for themselves and helping make the world 
better for others, I know it’s worth it.  It’s worth it when I stop in the hospital and my PA is a High Rocks alum, 
when my financial planner is a High Rocks alum, and when the manager of my bank is a High Rocks alum.  I 
know it when High Rocks alums are leaders working for justice, when a High Rocks alum starts an organization 
to help Haitians, when a High Rocks alum becomes a celebrated kindergarten teacher, or a mom, or a grants 
officer for a national non-profit.  I know it when I see a High Rocks alum overcome addiction, graduate from 
college as a first-generation student, excel in a competitive physics PhD program, or go back to school as a 
non-traditional student.  I know it when I see alums remove themselves from unhealthy relationships.  I know it’s 
worth it when I see them build healthy, happy families. I know it’s worth it when I get to come to work every day 
and work with my former students, who are now program staff, board members, and volunteers running this 
incredible organization for another generation of young people.  

I know it’s worth it by the letters and facebook messages and long-lost hellos from alums, who like a ripple 
effect on a pond, spread the High Rocks message through the lives that they touch, in all the places that they 
are.  I know it’s worth it when I see the core of High Rocks spread through them in the world: love, the ethic of 
service and care, acceptance and tolerance, and thoughtful excellence.  I know it’s worth it when I meet their 
children, and see those pillars instilled in them as well.  And I absolutely know it’s worth it because it is important 
enough to all of them to tell me so.”    - Sarah Riley

This interview was featured in Greenbrier Valley Quarterly this month when Sarah was one of 
nine community members to be awarded the inaugural Zenith Award.  These awards were 
given to individuals that have dedicated their lives to their community's needs and have 
helped move the needle in their respective causes to create a better future, a better society, 
and a better life for West Virginians and Greenbrier Valley residents.
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