Factors to Consider in Choosing a College

Type of School:

Do you want to go to a four-year college or a two-year community college?  If a two-year college is an option, will you go through a degree program there or plan to transfer to a four-year school?

Would you like to attend a residential college where most students live on-campus in dorms, a school where more students live in apartments and houses near campus, or a school where most students commute to classes? 

Are you looking for an urban, suburban, or rural setting?  Would you like a campus you can walk across, or one that is spread out?  Would you like to be in a place where there are other colleges nearby?

Would you like to attend a college close to home?  Would you like to be close enough to live at home and commute, or would you like to live in dorms?  How far away from home do you want to go; what is too far and what might be too close?  

What part of the country would you like to live in?  What sort of environment and weather would you be happy living in?  

Are you looking for an all-women’s college or a co-ed school?  Is the relative number of women and men at a school important to you?

Do you want to study general liberal arts (courses in humanities, arts, social sciences, sciences), or are you looking for a specialized program (for example, and art or music institute, a business college, an engineering school, an agricultural studies program, a program in architecture or teaching)?

Student Body and Support:

Would you prefer a large university or a small college?  Would you be most comfortable in a setting with 1000, 2000, 5000, 10,000 or more students?

What kind of support system are you looking for?  Is a good advising system important to you?  What is an acceptable faculty to student ratio? 

Would you like to have courses available to catch you up (writing, etc.) or academic support services such as peer tutoring?

How diverse (ethnically, racially, intellectually, politically, socially) of a school do you think you would be comfortable with?  Would you like to attend a school with a large minority population?  Are you interested in meeting international students or students from different parts of the country?  Would you be comfortable in an environment that is very politically conservative or very liberal, very politically correct or very open?

Are you looking for a school that tends to draw a particular type of student?  What do you want out of your social life at school?

Is it important to you to have access to childcare through your school?  Is quality student health care a concern?  Do you want a school with mental health resources such as counselors on staff?

Resources, Academics, and Activities:

Does it matter to you how large and up-to-date the computing facilities are at your school?  Do you need tech support (for example, staff that can come to your room and help you hook up a computer, or answer questions in the computer lab)?

How much help do you need finding a job after graduation?  Would you like opportunities to network through your school?  Are you looking for extensive career counseling, recruitment, job-fairs, etc?  Are you interested in a school that can help you find and place you in internships during the school year or breaks?

Would you like to work on-campus?  Is the availability of a good work-study program a factor in your decision?

What kind of financial aid do you need a school to offer?  Is the cost of school important to you?  Do schools you are considering offer different types of aid (loans, grants, work-study, scholarships, grants for special projects, etc.)?  Is aid need-based or merit-based?

How selective of a school would you like to attend (remember, a more selective school doesn’t always mean a school that is harder or offers a better education—it may be as much of a social factor as an academic one)?  Does a school’s ranking, reputation, or name-recognition matter to you?  How hard are you willing to work academically?  

Are you interested in a particular subject?  What academic departments are you most interested in and what schools offer strong programs in those departments?  Is the availability of well-established non-traditional departments (for example, women’s studies or black studies) important to you?  

Would you want to go to a religiously affiliated school?  If not, would you like opportunities for worship or faith-based student activities on campus?

What extracurricular activities would you like the school to offer?  Would you like a strong athletic program (varsity sports or intramurals)?  Do you want access to outdoor activities like hiking or skiing?  Would you like the opportunity to participate in drama, art, filmmaking, radio, etc?  What kinds of opportunities for community service would you like to see available?  Do you want a school where you could easily start your own club or organization?

